INTRODUCTORY

widely extended as the mothers in the large towns were
called up for some form of war service.

The first need was to train women to act as wardens
and assistants to take charge of these nurseries. This
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was done by means of short intensive courses under the
auspices of the Child Care Reserve Association. Large
numbers of women of all ages came forward to under-
take the training. They showed both enthusiasm and
ability for the work and the majority were subsequently
employed in war-time nurseries, where they did good
work.

These war-time nurseries came under the direction
of the Ministry of Health and were controlled for the
most part by Borough Councils. As the need for more
and more women war workers arose, the two-to-five
nursery had to be extended to include still younger
children and the nursery day now began at 7 a.m. and
lasted until 7 p.m. For children under two years it
was necessary to have trained nurses in charge and
thus the common form of war-time nursery came to
be directed by a matron, with nurses as assistants, while
wardens and their assistants were responsible for the
children of two to five years for the ordinary Nursery
School hours. This was not a wholly happy arrange-
ment from the point of view of the education of the
two- to five-year-did group, but was probably the t>est
that cpuld be done in the circumstances. With the end
of the war the care of children over two years of age
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